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To THE 


AUTHORS OF, THE SYNODICAL ADDRESS. 


Ezek. ii. 4, 5. — For they are impudent children and fliff-heart- 
ed: I do ſend thee unto them, and thou fhalt ſay unto them, 

| Thus ſaith the Lord God. And they, whether. they will 
hear, or whether they will farbear, (for they are a rebellious 
houſe ) yet ſhall know: that there hath been a prophet among 


Rev. GENTLEMEN, 


I Have, with attention, examined your Synodical Addreſs. 
I am ſorry to inform you, that, inſtead of obtaining ſatisfac- 
tion in the peruſal, I conſider it as a farther ground of ſepa- 


ration. Your want of openneſs and candour in your Sy- 


nodical Addreſs, is calculated to fill the minds of all men 
with aſtoniſhment, who have had an opportunity to be ac- 


quainted with your real, though truly melancholy ſituation. 


Our bleſſed Lord and Maſter hath warned us in his holy 
oracles, that offences muſt come; but he hath denounced a. 
woe againſt theſe by whom the offence cometh. You have 
greatly, offended your brethren and- your fellow Chriſtians, 


by your mournful apoſtaſy from your profeſſed principles. 


You have again offended them, by your public denial of 
AY as. : 
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Four well-known unfaithfulneſs. Your change of principle 
is known to the public, by your own conduct and by your 


own publications. The vail you have put on to cover your 
apoſtaſy, is tranſparent... _ .. * ae 
Rev. Gentlemen, were not the infinitely important inte- 
reſts of truth; the intereſts of precious immortal ſouls deep- 
ly concerned in the prefent meanchoty controverſy, I would, 
Jith pleaſure, im the delicate and dutiful r 67 of 
the two ſons of the venerable Patriarch: I would cover, if 
poſſible, your ſhameful apoftafy and unfaithfulneſs, from 
the eyes of the public. But, alas! Gentlemen, this cannot 
be done: It muſt not be done in the preſent cirtumſtances. 
We muſt not ſuffer ſin upon you; we muſt, in any 
ways, rebuke you for your apeftaſy. Having ſinned before 
all, you muſt be rebuked before all; that others may fear 
to imitate ſuch finful conduct. Read with care, I beſeech 
vou, the 34th chapter of the propheey of Ezekiel: Ponder 
the ſol mn warnings therein contained. May the holy Spi- 
rit apply them with power, to our conſcience. 
_ From the minute of ſynod, which you have publiſhed in 
the front of your Synodical Addreſs, it appears, that upon 
the Friday after the ſinſul deed of ſynod, reſpecting our 
principles, you performed very much work in a ſmall por- 
tion of time. Your committee were, by appointment of 
ſynod, to meet upon Friday, at ten o'clock forenoon, to 
draw up an Addreſs to the people under your inſpection. 
At fix o'clock the ſame evening, the committee preſented 
the Addreſs; which was immediately adopted, and ordered 
to be prifited , and publiſhed, with all convenient ſpeed. 
| This was, undoabtedly, an uncommon degree of precipita- 
tion of bulinefs in the ſynod: It is ſomething Tike the aſto- 
niſhing atchrevements of Alladdin, by means of his wonder- 
ful lamp. If yoor readers can poſſibly believe your 1epre- 
fentation, they will alſo believe the doctrine of tranſubſtan- 
tiation. A committee of ſynod, in ſeven hours, ſtudied 
and ccpmitted xo writing, a long Addrefs to the people: 
Tt is beyond the powers of credibility! You muſt be in ſome | 
miſtake. Was the Addrefs ready beſore the meeting of 
ſynod? Was it prepared by the fame perfons who compoſed 
the Petition from Auctitermuchty ? Why have they chan- 
ged their language, and involved themſelves in contradic- 
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Kon entitiocns ſtency? It is in vainy to expect i in this man- 
ner to keep the injured Chriſtian people in ignorance of 
your àpoſtaſy. It is in vain, to expect to keep them filent 
from complaints. Some who had no objections to your al- 
terations, àre much diſpleaſed with your Jeſuitical Addreſs. 
The number of members preſent, when the Addreſs was 
ordered to be publiſhed, Was very ſmall. You, no doubt, 
had the aſſiſtance of theſe individuals who have been the 
moſt active leaders in the mournful apaſtaſy. They. may 
be allowed to judge, in ſome matters, who are leaſt eſteem- 
ed in the church. By theſe leaders, moſt unparalleled de- 
ſolation hath been brought upon the Seceffion: They have 
alſo brought much aggravated guilt upon themſelves. _. 

When, in your Synodical Addreſs, you inform the public, 
that you have not changed your principles, you give occa- 
non to ſuſpect, that you never had any fixed principles. It 
is only in this view, your declaration can be conſiſtent with 
truth. The Petition from Auchtermuchty, ſufficiently diſ- 
covers and eſtabliſhes your change of principle, if ever you 
were of Seceſſion principle. The 47th page of Mr. Law 
ſon's publication, overturns your ſentiments in your Synodi- 
cal Addreſs. Your 'own ſpeeches in the ſynod, have fully 
convinced Seceders, that you are not of Seceſſion principles. 
Recollect yourſelves, Rev. Gentlemen; either you have for- 
got, or you wiſh to conceal your real ſituation from the 
knowledge of the public: I refer you to your own publica- 
tions, for the refreſhment of your memories, You have e- 
ſpouſed ſentiments, which, you have acknowledged, are in- 
contiſtent with the Confeffion of Faith and Formula. Lou 
have laid us under the unpleaſant neceſſity of ſeparating 
from you, in order to maintain our principles, and act with 
faithfulneſs,” according to our ordination engagements. We 
have not changed our principles; they are the ſame as ever. 
In the ſtrength of promiſed grace, we will continue to main- 
tain and defend our ſcriptural principles: We will endea- 
vour to tranſmit them in purity to the ſucceeding genera- 
tion. You are under the very ſame ſolemn obligations; but 
you have ſufficiently diſcovered, that you have not the ſame 
inclination. Your ſentence upon the Friday, by which vou 
have eut off all genuine Seceders from your communion, 
was a ſentence of excommunication upon * I aig 
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truly aſtoniſhed, that you did not perceive the natufe of 
your own deed; in relation to the proteſt and 'declinature; 
to which your deed refers. By your Synodical Addreſs, 
you have publiſhed the ſentence of excommunication, which, 
in the holy providence: of God, you have paſſed (againſt 
yourſelves, though you had no ſuch intention. You have 
excommunicated the authors of the Synodical Addreſs, from 
the Seceſſion church, and from communion with Seceders. 
In this ſituation you muſt continue; until you ſhall give evi- 
dence of your repentance, and profeſs your ſorro for your 
ſinful apoſtaſy, and your unfeigned contrition for your in- 
clination to perſecute the Lord's ſervants and people in the 
Seceſſion, who have, through grace, been enabled to conti - 
nue faithful to cheir profeſſion and ſolemn engagements. 
Mr. Lawſon informed the public, that the conſequence of 
opening your eyes to the light, would be a cutting you off 
from Seceders, and from all Preſbyterians in the kingdom. 
J refer you to your own publications, where you will find 
every ſentiment which I have yet brought into view, in my 
contendings againſt your moſt mournful apoſtafy. 

Ihe cauſe which I endeavour to ſupport, is neither per- 
ſonal nor private: It is a cauſe of a public nature, in which 
the important intereſts of truth; the' intereſts of pure and 
undefiled religion; the intereſts of our own precious immor- 
tal ſouls, and the ſouls of others, are deeply involved. Jer. 
xv. 19. © Therefore thus ſaith. the Lord, If thou return, 
ec then will I bring thee again, and thou ſhalt ſtand before 
« me: and if thou take forth the precious from the vile, 
« thou ſhalt be as my mouth: let them return unto thee, 
«hut return not thou unto them.“ * 

I ſhall now proceed to a more particular review of your 
Synodical Addreſs. For the direction and eaſe of the read- 
er, I ſhall place the letter 8. before the quotations, and the 
letter W. before my remarks. Js. 

S8. Page 2. The preſent melancholy aſpect of matters, 
e in the eſtabliſhed church, juſtifies the ſeparation of the 
ce ofipginal Seceders.” 3 | 5 15 
W. e preſent melancholy aſpect of matters, in the 
aſſociate ſynod, more fully juſtiſies the ſeparation of genu- 
ine Seceders from the friends of alterations; who are now 
a corrupt majority in the ſynod. Tou have diſcovered a 
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ſtrong inclination to perſecute Seceders. You may now 
boaſt of your triumphs, when you go forth, arrayed in ar- 
mour and blood, to perſecute the faithful in the. Seceflion: 
Bleſſed be God, you have little power. NO. 
8. „ We are the heirs. of theſe noble champions of the 
5truth,? gs Ok 

W. But, like Efau, you have meanly ſold your birthright 
for a morſel of hereſy, publiſhed in a pamphlet againſt the 
Antiburghers. If this is calumny, the authors of Mr. Fraſ- 
er's petition to the ſynod, for alterations in the Formula, are 
the calumniators. They have made the diſcovery to the 

ub. FN 23 
Y 8. « We. defire to be humbled before God, becauſe we 
« have fallen behind our forefathers in holy zeal.“ 

W. That you have fallen behind your forefathers, in ho- 
ly zeal, is a moſt obvious, though melancholy truth. But 
that you have earneſt and ſuitable deſires, - as Chriſtians, to. , 
be duly humbled before God, on the account of your back- 
ſliding, is by no means fo obvious. Were, you truly hum- 
bled before God, you would not continue in your apoſtaſy 
from your own profeſſed principles, nor diſcover ſo much vi- 
rulence and cruelty againſt the Lord's ſervants and people, 
who are endeavouring to ſtem the rapid torrent of apoſtaſy, 
which hath burſt in upon the Seceſſion. Love to the truth, 
as it is in Jeſus, is the parent of holy zeal, for the divine 
honour, You have diſcovered, that you have abundance 
of zeal; but it is unholy. You have diſcovered an uncom- 
mon zeal for alterations in the Formula. You have diſco- 
vered uncommon zeal againſt the faithful in the Seceflion, 
who will not ſay a confederacy with you in apoſtaſy. 

8. Page 3d. « May he enable us to be vigilant in guard- 
ce ing every avenue, by which perſons, of ſuch delcriptions, 
« might find acceſs into our communion.” 

W. Remove, immediately, the Preamble which you have 
prefixed to the Formula, if you are in earneſt in your pray- 
er. You may reſt aſſured, that your Preamble will open an 
avenue for the unſound and unfaithful. If you are in earn- 
eſt in your prayer, immediately reform or remove from a- 
mong you, the infidel ſcruplers, who acknowledge that they 
deteſt tome of our ſcriptural principles in our ſubordinate 
ſtandards. Expel from among you, that amphibious group 
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of half. formed Seceders, who have been admitted into the 
miniſtry by the avenue of a limited aſſent to the Formula. 
That ſueh are among you, we are informed by Mr. Fraſer, 
in his petition to the ſynod. Had you not fallen behind your 
forefathers, in holy zeal, ſuch young men would not have 
been admitted. Until theſe branches of reformation take 
Place, you will continue an heterogenous group; unhappy a- 
mong yourſelves, ard religion will ſuffer under your admi- 
niſtrations. You are evidently of diſcordant ſentiments al - 
ready, as to the extent of your alterations. To uſe your 
own language, you are blotted with the guilt of apoſtaſy; 
you have loſt your glory. Genuine Seceders are withdraw- 
my from you, in order to maintain a teftimony for truth, 
and act according to their ſolemn engagements. This they 
could not accompliſh, in your communion, is your preſent 
mournful confufion and inconſiſtency. 
8. Page 4. There hath been no ſchiſm in the body.” 
W. This is a very great miſtake, Gentlemen. From the 


moment that ſome Seceders adopted principles inconſiſtent 


with the Confeſſion of Faith and Formula, there was a moſt 
mournful ſchiſm in the body. The admitting men into the 
miniſtry by a limited affent to the Formula, conſtituted a 
{chifn in-the body. So long as you continue your Pream- 
ble upon the front of the Formula, you are, moſt affuredly, 
ſchiſmatics and ſeparatifts from the Seceſfion church, what- 
ever you may pretend to the contrary. The crown is fallen 
from your head—you have ſinned. 

8. Page 4. « The unity of the Spirit hath been kept in 
« the bond of peace.” 

W. Alas, Gentlemen! the unity and peace which you 
now enjoy, is neither the unity of the Spirit, nor the bond 
of ſanEtified peace. Since you diſcovered ſuch virulence a- 
gainſt our principles, and againſt the faithful in the Seceſ- 
lion, we have had no comfort in your communion. We 
earneſtly deſired your reformai.on, but you have obſtinate- 
ly continued in your apoſtaſy. Genuine Seceders, in con- 
nection with the Aﬀociate Preſpytery, are endeavouring, 
through grace, to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. But, alas! you are united in your apoſtaſy. You 
are united upon the front of John Bulloch's petition, as per- 
ſecutors of the Lord's ſervants and people in the Seceflion; 
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trom whom you have cut yourſelves off, and are in a ſtate 
of ſeparations». ... . 

8. Page 4. Symptoms of a Spirit of party have made 
et their appearance, in various places; a Ulpoſition to give 
«© names of reproach,” &c. 

W. Theſe obſervations, Rev. Gentlemen, are very juſt, 
lowing unpleaſant: I admit the doCtrine. We ſhall now 
proceed to the application Theſe ſymptoms of a party ſpi- 
rit, and a diſpoſition to give names of reproach, have diſ- 


covered themſelves in the Petition from Auchtermuchty. 


Some of the ſcripture doctrines in our ſubordinate ſtandards, 
have been miſrepreſented by the compoſers of that Petition. 


Loung men of heretical ſentiment, have, in that Petition, : 


been repreſented as honeſt in ſeeking admiſſion into the mi- 
niſtry, by a limited aſſent to the Formula. Such a repreſen- 
tation was very improper, becauſe it is obviouſly unjuſt; 
they are not honeſt, men. The Profeſſor of Divinity hath 


diſcovered ſymptoms of a party ſpirit, and a ſtrong propen- 
ſity to give names of reproach to the faithful in the Seceſ- 


ſion. The twelve Stone Poliſhers have diſcovered ſymp- 
toms of a party-ſpirit, and a diſpoſition to give names of re- 


proach. 'Theſe ſymptoms abound among New-/ight Men, 


but not among genuine Seceders. You will perceive, Gen- 
tlemen, that your obſervations are applied with ſucceſs and 
effect to yourſelves. You have diſcovered a ſtrong propen- 
ſity to put the harſheſt conſtruction upon every word: Tales 
which have been hatched by malevolence, or have been diſ- 
torted to ſerve a purpoſe, and to inſinuate the moſt cruel 
and unjuſtifiable ſuſpicions, reſpecting the principles and 
deſigns of miniſters and others, whoſe orthodoxy and piety 
are unimpeachable, have been circulated with officious in- 
duſtry, in your publications. 

That fpirit of intolerance and perſecution, which you 
have now ſo fully diſcovered by your writings and conduct, 
is moſt inimical to cool diſcuſſion. Such a ſpirit oppoles ity 
ſelf to every appearance of faithfulneſs in contending againſt 
backſliding and apoſtaſy. Such a Spirit can by no means 
facilitate union with the orthodox: It evidently, inflames the 


_ paſſions of the Nero. Iight perſecutors, and precipitates them 


from Seceſſion principles into unſcriptural and unconſtitu- 


tional meaſures. The fatal tendency of ſuch conduct i is ſel- 
B 


10 


dom perceived, before it is, perhaps, too late to repair the 
injury. It is now too late to repair the injury which you 
have done in the Seceſſion, by your apoſtaſy. 


The faithful could not now place confidence in you, though 


you would diſmiſs your Preamble which you have prefixed 
to the Formula. You have brought yourſelves into very 


great deſolation, by your unfaithful proceedings. 


Be not high-minded, but fear. With you, for the 
preſent, there may be an arm of fleſh. You may yet boaſt 


of your numbers; but remember, that on our fide, are the 


precious oracles of God. The reformed churches, with their 
tubordinate ſtandards, are upon our fide. We have the 
ſentiments of the orthodox, and the prayers of the godly 
and faithful. For holy ends, you have been raiſed up to 
your preſent ſituation, to be a plague to the church of Chritt 
and a moſt grievous Affliction to the faithful: Rom. ix: 17. 
Your power to perſecute is very limited, however ſtrong your 
inclination. Were we not to meet with oppoſition in our 
preſent endeavours to ſupport the purity of ſcripture doc- 
trine, againſt a rapid torrent of hereſy, infidelity and apoſta- 


| fy, we might have reaſon to ſuſpect, that our cauſe was not 


the cauſe of our glorious divine Maſter. A ſpirit of diſcord, 
in a moſt mourntul and uncommon degree, you have long 
diſcovered by your malignant publications; by your ſpeeches 
in the ſynod; and by your cruel, and unfeeling conduct to 
theſe who have made a moſt. ſeaſonable oppoſition to your 
backſliding and unfaithfulneſs. Such a ſpirit as you have 
diſcovered, is indeed molt inimical to cool diſcuſſion. 


S. Page 5. «In the preſent controverſy, unpromiſing as 
tc appearances are, the ſynod are perſuaded, that the difli- 


cc culty of maintaining union would diſappear, were all par- 
ce ties heartily diſpoſed to peace,” | 

W. Rev. Gentlemen, I an fully perſuaded, that union 
in church fellowſhip cannot be maintained to the glory of 
God and the edification of the Lord's people, unleſs all par- 
ties are heartily diſpoſed to maintain truth and faithfulneſs, 
as well as peace. But you have publicly announced to the 
world, that you have adopted principles inconſiſtent with our 
Confeſſion of Faith and Formula: How could we, to the 
glory of God; maintain peace with you, in ſuch circumſtan- 
ces? It was impoſſible. You have publicly announced to 
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the world, that you have admitted into the miniſtry, young 
men of heretical ſentiments, by a limited aſſent to the For- 
mula: How could we then have peace? | 

| Moſt ungenerous advantages have been taken of the pre- 
judices of the ignorant, by your miſrepreſentations of our 
principles, and of the conduct of the faithful in the Seceſ- 
fion. Theſe who are only partially informed concerning 


the ground and nature of the preſent controverſy, have been 


impoſed upon by your publications and your ſpeeches. The 
precious doctrines in our ſubordinate ſtandards, and the con- 


duct and meaſures of our godly reformers, have been moſt 


cruelly miſrepreſented, diſtorted and calumniated: They have 
not obtained a diſpaſſionate examination. You have aſcribed 


principles to the faithful in the Seceſſion, which we diſown 


and abhor. Deſigns, hoſtile to religion, have been imputed 
to our godly reformers, of which they never conceived the 
idea. How then, could we have peace? It was abſolutely 
impoſlible. Beſides, Seceders could not obtain a patient 
hearing, on behalf of our principles, at- the bar of the ſynod: 
It was impoſſible for them, in ſuch circumſtances, by any 
repreſentation of facts, to put a ſtop to your unhallowed car- 
reer of apoſtaſy from theſe principles, which, by a very ſolemn 
oath, you are bound to maintain and defend. How could 
we prevent matters from proceeding to extremities? But 
this is not all: 'There hath been an attempt made, by ſome 
of you, to run down Seceſſion principles and genuine Se- 
ceders, by a ſweeping deluge of abuſive infinuation and un- 
manly ſuppoſition, in the pamphlet of your Profeſſor of Di- 
vinity. In that publication, Seceders are repreſented by un- 
manly inſinuation, as Roman Catholics, and worſe than Ro- 
man Catholics; as like the frantic followers of Mabomet, 
&c. & How was it poſſible, in ſuch circumitances, we 
could have peace? | 

Another of your champions for alterations in the Formu- 
la, ruthed forward to the battle, long before he was proper- 
ly drilled, and made a moſt clumly attack upon principles of 
which he is evidently ignorant; and an ungenerous attack 
upon theſe who are very much his ſuperiors in orthodoxy 
and faithfulneſs. Hence: this half-drilled warrior informs 
the public, that Seceders who oppole the preſent current of 
apoſtaſy, are forcing the Neu- lig clergy in the ſynod to be. 
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hypocrites ne lars, by n them to profeſs with their 
mouths, what they do not believe in their hearts. How 
then could we maintain a God-glorifying peace. 

The New-light Stone Poliſhers, of profane memory, have 
repreſented the ſcripture doctrine in our ſubordinate ſtand- 
ards, reſpecting the civil 3 as a trifling diſputed ar- 
ticle. 

8. Page 5. Of the great body of the Chriſtian people un- 
« der our inſpection, we ſtand in no doubt: They are lov- 
« ers of the truth, and lovers of the peace.” 

W. All who are lovers of the truth and lovers of the 
peace, will moſt undoubtedly withdraw themſelves from un- 
der your inſpection, if you continue in your apoſtaſy. Ge- 
nuine Seceders will connect themſelves with ſuch as hold our 
ſcriptural-principles uncontaminated: Multitudes have alrea- 
dy withdrawn from you, and many others will imitate ſuch 
an honourable example. 

It is in vain to expect to retain genuine Seceders, after 


you have made a ſacrifice oi Seceſſion principles. Your ex- 


peCtations are only like the empty and preſumptuous hopes | 
of the hypocrite; they will be diſappointed. 

8. „ They know our manner of doctrine, and manner of 
e like,” & Tr. 

W. They do ſo, and the faithful and godly among them 
are very much grieved, on the account of the manner of 
doctrine, and the manner of life of ſome who are leaders in 


the apoſtaly---hence the many complaints of the godly, 


from many corners of the Seceſſion: Theſe, like the bleet- 
ings of the ſheep, and the lowings of the oxen, proclaim, in 
our hearing, your apoſtaſy from your principle, and your 
unfaithfulneis to your ordination engagements. Ezek, xxxiv. 
4 „ The diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthned, neither have ye 
« healed that which was ſick, neither have ye bound up 
c that which was broken, neither have ye brought apain 
« that which was driven away, neither have ye ſought that 
c which was lot; but with force and with cruelty have ye 
&« ruled them.” 

8. „ And are proof aga ainſt the malignant inſinuations of 
« thoſe, who wiſh to ſupply their lack of argument by at- 
e tempts to injure our reputation as miniſters of the goſpel.” 

W. Ineed only here, Rev. OY proceed to a word 


0 
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of application : You have made much uſe of malignant inſi- 
nuation, to ſupply your lack of argument. Never ſince 


- 


men began to multiply upon the face of the earth, did ever 


an individual make more uſe of malignant infinuation, to 


ſupply lack of argument, than Mr. Lawſon. Not one of 


you hath yet brought forward into view a ſingle ſcripture 
argument in favour of your alterations. You had no ſuch 
argument to bring foward. In your publications and your 
ſpeeches in the ſynod, you have ftill ſupplied your lack of 
argument with malignant inſinuations; yet you continue 
your unmanly wrangling againſt our principles, and your at- 


' tempts to injure our characters and our reputation, as mini- 
ſters of the goſpel. | 


*% 


S. Page 5. They know what we have done in the pre- 


ce ſent controverſy, and they approve of it as a meaſure not 


« only extremely harmleſs, but calculated to give eaſe to 

« the-confciences of many brethren, without inſulting the 

« prejudices of the weakeſt of our people.“ i 
W. I am ſorry, Gentlemen, that you oblige me to con- 


tradict your repreſentation. - The moſt judicious and godly 


of the Chriſtian people in the Seceſſion, condemn what you 
have done in the preſent controverſy. They view your con- 
duct as very finful and dangerous: They view it as a mea- 
ſure calculated to. defile and enſnare the conſciences of your- 
ſelves and others. All who have their conſciences ſprinkled 
by the blood of Chriſt, and properly under the iniluence of 
the word and Spirit of God, cannot poſſibly have eaſe to 
their conſciences, by apoſtaſy from the truth, or by the vio- 
lation of the moſt ſolemn engagements. All honeſt Preſ- 
byterians condemn what you have done by your apoſtaſy 
trom the ſcriptural principles of the reformation, as moſt un- 
faithful and groſsly inconſiſtent. You have given a wound 
to the intereſts of truth; to pure and undefiled religion, 
which will load the names of ſome of you with infamy to 
ſucceeding generations. Matth. v. 19.“ Whoſoever, there- 
cc fore, ſhall break one of theſe leatt commandments, and 


c ſhall teach men ſo, he {hall be called the leaſt in the 


«© kingdom of heaven: but whoſoever ſhall do and teach 
« them, the ſame ſhall be called great in the kingdom of 
c heaven.” 

S. Page 6. „But there are ſome who need to be inform- 
te ed,” &c. 
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W. This is a moſt juſt obſervation; there are many of 


the Neu- light clergy, who have great need of information: 


All who 3 been admitted into the miniſtry, by a limited 
aſſent to the Formula, have much need of information, in 


order to remove their ſinful and reaſonable prejudices a- 


gainſt our ſubordinate ſtandards. All who have viewed our 
principles through the medium of groſs miſrepreſentation in 


your malignant publications and ſpeeches, have need of in- 


formation reſpecting Seceſſion principles. The Petition of 
Mr. Fraſer to the ſynod; the publications of Mr. Lawſon, 
Dick, and the Stone Poliſhers, are all a falſe medium, by 
which Seceſſion principles and the faithful in the Seceſſion, 
are miſrepreſented before the public. 

8. « For the information of the ignorant, * &c. 

W. It you would inform the ignorant, take care you 
place a proper perſon in the divinity chair. Allow not 
your ſtudents of divinity to contiue under the inſpection of 


one who hath acknowledged that he deteſts ſome of the 


ſcripture doctrines contained in our ſubordinate ſtandards; 
who conſiders the fins of his daily practice as univerſally to- 


lerated; who, through ignorance of the holy ſcriptures, in- 


forms the public, that we find our Lord commending the 
unjuſt ſteward. 

For rectifying the miſtakes of Seceders who have been 
misinformed-reſpeCting our ſubordinate ſtandards, I earneſt- 
ly requeſt them to examine our ſtandards by the word of 
God; not by the modern principles of unbounded tole- 
ration. 

In order to re- aſſure the minds of theſe who have been 
informed by your publications, that you have renounced your 
principles, you muſt immediately, in a judicial manner, con- 
demn the Petition of Mr. Fraſer, wherein it is aſſerted, 
that many have adopted ſentiments inconſiſtent with 
the Confefſion of Faith and Formula. You muſt immedi- 
ately condemn judicially, the malignant ſentiments publiſh- 
ed by Mefirs. Dick and Lawſon, and the Stone Poliſhers. 
In theſe publications you are repreſented not only as renoun- 
cing, but even as deteſting ſome of the doctrines contained 
in our ſubordinate ſtandards. Until this take place, the 
fears of Seceders who have taken the alarm becauſe of your 
ungodly proceedings, will not be removed. Honeſt men 
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will ſtill be apprehenſive that the corrupt majority in the 


ſynod will make what they have dane in alterations, only in- 


troductory to more. ſerious and dangerous alterations; be- 
cauſe we are informed by the Spirit of God, that evil men 
and ſeducers ſhall wax worſe and worſe, 2 Theſſ. ii. 10. be- 


cauſe they received not the love of the truth, that they 


might be ſaved; and for this cauſe God ſhall ſend them 
ſtrong deluſion, that they ſhould believe a lie. If you would 
filencz theſe who have moſt cruelly abuſed the ſimplicity of 
their neighbours, by defaming the principles of the reforma- 
tion: It you would filence theſe who have, by their publica- 
tions, miſrepreſented our reformers, and have aſcribed prin- 
ciples to the faithful in the Seceflion, which all genuine Se- 
ceders, in the moſt ſolemn manner, diſown; immediately 
call the compoſers of the Petition from Auchtermuchty; 
call Meflrs. Lawſon, Dick, and the Stone Poliſhers, to the 
bar of the Synod, and cenſure them according to the word 
of God and the rules of the church. Let Meflrs. Pirie, 
Kiditon, Hall and Peddie, be called to account for placing 
the whole ſynod upon the front of John Bulloch's Petition, 
without any conſtitutional authority for ſuch comical con- 
duct. It is in vain, Gentlemen, in your preſent ſituation, 
to entertain expectations, that by your Jeſuitical Synodical 
Addreſs, you can put to ſilence the orthodox, who faithful- 
ly contend againſt your apoſtaſy. If you would ſolemnly 
and publicly diſown the ſentiments in the heretical pam- 
phlet which you have acknowledged are inconſiſtent with 
the Confeſſion of Faith and Formula, we might yet enter- 


| train hope concerning you. If you would make it appear, 


that Meflrs. Fraſer, Dick, Lawſon, and the twelve Poliſh- 


ers, have charged you with deſigns againſt our principles, of 


i Oo 
which you are unconſcious, there would be ſome ground to 


hope for your reformation. Perhaps the Aſſociate Preſby- 
tery might then take your caſe into conſideration. They 
might then judge how far it might be for edification, to ad- 
mit you again into the Seceſſion and to church-feliowſhip 
with Seceders. Great caution will be neceſſary, if you 
ſhall make ſuch application. | 

Now, Rev. Geatlemen, I have endeavoured to point out 


to you the path of duty, and what is neceflary for your re- 


formation and giving ſatisfaction to all concerned. Without 
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ſuch reformation, though you may deem it expedient to ſtate 
your conduct in your own words, your neighbour will con- 
tinue to ſearch you out; and, from your own publications, 
make it appear, that you have adopted ſentiments which are 
inconſiſtent with the Confeſſion of Faith and Formula. 
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Your neighbour. will make it appear, from your own con- 


duct, that the new principles which you have adopted, are 
moſt intolerant and Fruel, They have ey led you into 


perſecution. 
9. Page 6. We are entitled to demand to be heard,” 


. 

W. You ; are entitled io be heard in 1 ſupport of truth; 
but not in favour of heretical ſentiments. We have too 
long likened to your ungodly and unmanly wrangling, a- 
gainſt our ſcriptural principles. Prov. xix, 24. ( Ceaſe, my 
ec ſon, to hear the inſtruction that cauſeth to err from the 
« words of knowledge.” Had Seceders been upon their 

guard and obſerved this divine interdict, many of them 
would long ago have withdrawn themſelves from theſe who 
have attacked our ſubordinate ſtandards in a very, public 
manner. If you obtain a patient and candid hearing from 
Seceders, you will unqueſtionably acknowledge, it is what 
Seceders could not obtain from you on behalf of their {crip- 
tural principles. Prov. xxi. 13. Whoſo ſtoppeth his ears 
« at the cry of the poor, he alſo ſhall cry himſelf, but ſhall 
ce not be heard.” Many cries have been lifted up for years 
paſt, in the Seceſſion, by the people of the Lord, againſt the 
apoſtaſy and unfaithfulneſs of the Nev-light teachers and 
Teaders; but their cries to you, were lifted up in vain: You 
refuſed to return from your backſliding. In the moſt un- 
feeling manner you ſhut your ears againſt the remonſtrance 
of the Lord's ſervants and people; you even treated their 
Petitions with the moſt ſupercilious contempt and diſdain: 
You even cut off form the body, ſuch as would not ſay 3 
confederacy with you in your molt ſhameful apoſtaſy from 
our ſcriptural principles. Ezek. xxxiv. 6. « My ſheep wan- 
« dered through all the mountains and upon every hi a 
&« hill: yea, my flock was ſcattered upon all the face of t 
« earth, and none did ſearch or ſeek after them.” But for 
the cry of the poor, and the melancholy ſighing of the 
needy in the Seceffion, a redeeming God aroſe, according 
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to his dus promiſe, and hath ſet the faithful free from 
the NewSSght apoſtates. Their cry on behalf of their prin- 
ciples and Chriſtian privileges, is now heard by a legitimate 
Preſbytery of Seceders, who hold the principles of the refor- 
mation, and the teſtimony of Seceders, for the doctrine, wor- 
ſhip, diſcipline, and government of the covenanted church 
of Scotland. Many remonſtrances and petitions were, from 
time to time, preſented to the ſynod, which never obtained 
a proper diſcuſſion. 

9. Page 6. We ſhall keep nothing back from public 
« inſpection,” &c 

W. Proceed then, Gentlemen, and candidly inform the 
public, how many of you have adopted ſentiments inconſiſt- 
ent with the Confeſſion of Faith: How many of you have 
been admitted into the holy miniſtry by the avenue of a li- 
mited aſſent to the Formula: Why you ſo obſtinately oppoſed 
a judicial examination of the publications of Meſſrs. Dick 
and Lawſon: How many of the Stone Polithers are in the 
ſynod: Why ſuch cruelty hath been exerciſed towards the 
faithful in Aberdeen, Burntſhields, &c. Why have Meflrs. 
Pirie, Kiditon, Hall and Peddie, placed their names upon 
the front of John Bulloch's Petition, for themſelves and the 
whole fynod: Why did you paſs ſuch a moſt ridiculous ſen- 
tence againſt ſome meeting-houſes with which you have no 


connection. Was not your attack upon our meeting-houſes 


much more ridiculous, than the celebrated attack upon the 
wind-mills by Don rene mounted upon Roſſanante, 
and attended by his humble ſquire, Sancho Pancha? Such 
ſcenes of folly are contemptible, and excite ridicule; but they 
are ſcenes of iniquity, and call for lamentation and mourning 
among the lovers of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, The more your 
conduct is known, reſpecting theſe ſcenes of folly and ini= * 
quity, the more it will be condemned by all honeſt men. 
Your principles and views are now pretty well known to the 
unprejudiced public; and it is very obvious, that you are ei- 
ther ignorant of our ſcriptural principles, or you entertain 
againſt them very unreaſonable prejudices. Whatever you 
may truſt with reſpect to the eſtimation of your people; if 
your people believe what you have explicitly and ſolemnly 
aſſerted in your publications, they muſt believe that you 
have adopted ſentiments inconſiſtent with the Confeſſion of 
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Faith, and fo violated your ordination vows and endgements. 
They muſt believe, that you have admitted young men in- 
to the holy miniſtry by a limited aſſent to the Formula, 
&C. &c. 

Your remarks concerning former changes i in the Formu- 


la, makes nothing in your favours. I ſhall only obſerve, 
that none of theſe changes to which you refer, give men al- 
lowance to deny any of the doctrines contained in the Con- 
feſſion of Faith, or to call in queſtion the binding obligation 
of oaths and vows, or to deteſt any of the principles of our 
Holy religion. 

8. Page 8. Io our aſtoniſhment, however, the hue 
cc and cry was raiſed, that we were renouncing our prin- 
40 ciples, &c. 

W. Now, Gentlemen, let us, with coolneſs and ear. 
reaſon with you reſpecting this propotition. The hue and 


cry was raiſed; but was it not raiſed by yourſelves? Was 


not your Petition from Auchtermuchty a very loud hue and 
cry, that you had renounced your principles, and had adopt- 
ed ſentiments inconfiſtent with the Confeflion of Faith? 
Was not the malignant Note from Slateford a loud ſcream, 
that you had renounced your principles? What is the pu- 
blication of your Profeſſor of Divinity, but « hue and cry, 
like the ſound of many waters, that you have not only re- 
nounced ſome of our principles, but that you deteſt ſome 
of the ſcripture. doctrines in our ſubordinate ſtandards? 
What is the profane pamphlet of the twelve Stone Poliſh- 
ers, bus hue and ery, that you have renounced your priu- 
ciples? not your intolerant and perſecuting conduct to- 
ward the faithful in the Seceſſion, a hue and cry, that = 
have renounced Seceſſion principles? The whole ſynod, 
placing themſelves upon the front of John Bulloch's 1 
tion, have raiſed the hue and cry, that you have renounced 
your principles, &c. So much for the hue and cry. 

I cu are, no doubt, conſcious, that the peculiar princi- 
ples of Seceders have been ſacrificed by your propoſed a- 
mendments. Whatever reſpect you may pretend for the 
edification and peace of ſome worthy members, genuine Se- 
ceders can no longer continue in your communion. Your 
hue and cry againſt our ſubordinate ſtandards, is only the 
echo of the cry of malignants, who have all along cried re- 
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ſpecting our principles, that there is death in the pot. The 
friends of truth will always raiſe a hue and cry, when the 
church of Chriſt is expoſed to danger. Eſther iv. 1. « When 
« Mordecai perceived all that was done, Mordecai rent 
« his clothes, and put on ſackcloth with aſhes, and went 


* out into the midſt of the city, and cried with a loud and 


« bitter cry.” The Lord God of ſalvation will raiſe a hue 
and cry, againſt the enemies of his truths and the enemies 
of his people. Iſa. xxxi. 4. „ For thus hath the Lord 
« ſpoken unto me, Like as the lion and the young 
c lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude of ſhep- 
c herds is called forth againſt him, he will not be afraid 
cc of their voice, nor abaſe himſelf for the noiſe of them: 
« fo ſhall the Lord of hoſts come down to fight for 
cc mount Zion, and for the hill thereof.” It is both 
very ſinful and impertinent, to repreſent the teſtimony of 
Seceders againſt apoſtaſy and perjury, as a groundleſs cla- 
mour. May a gracious God ariſe, and plead: the cauſe that 
is his own, and unite the lovers of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
truth and Chriſtian affection. 


I am, 
Rev. GeNTLEMEN, 


Your moſt obedien; humble Servant. 


* 


20 


7 i g 5 ( 
1 — a - - —— 

1 4 * * * is 29; (PH 3 
Wh | 
1 

1 Be 1 
11387 f 
. | f f 
N rr 

ii ; * { 
FY 
l 2 
2 | \ 3 
\ 
To THE 


AUTHORS OF THE SYNODICAL ADDRESS. 


— 


Deut. xxxit. 29.—0 hat they were wiſe, that they under/iood | 
this For their vine is of the vine of Sodom, and of the 


fields of. Gomorrah: their grapes are grapes of gall, their cluſ= 
ters are bitter. | 
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Rev. GENTLEMEN, 


F you compare the Seceſſion church, in her preſent me- 
lancholy ſituation, with her ſituation in the times of our 
fathers, how very ſtriking is the contraſt? The Seceſſion 
1 church was like the garden of Eden: But now, alas! through 
1 your inſtrumentality, ſhe is become like a deſolate wilder- 
i} neſs. Iſa. i. 8. And the daughter of Zion is left as a | 
e cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucum- | 
ce bers, as a belieged city.” Except the Lord of hoſts had | 
left unto us a very ſmall remnant, we ſhould have been as 
Sodom, and we ſhould have been like unto Gomorrah. To | 
uſe the language of our fathers, we very much need, in our 
preſent lethargic ſtate, ſtrong and ſtimulating applications 
to re-animate Proteſtant zeal, and promote a quicker circu- 
lation of witneſſing graces, As ſome of the friends of alte- 
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rations in the Formula; diſcover very much fa cur o the 
diſciples of Arminius, I ſhall here preſent the reader with a 
ſentiment very much in point, from the Warning againſt 
Popery, emitted by the Aſſociate Synod in 1778, viz. « The 
« ſyſtem of Arminius is Popery without her hierarchy; and 
« though believers in it are well known frequently to ſub- 
« ſcribe doctrine ſubverſive of it, it is plain, they mutt ſub- 
cc ſcribe on principles of the looſeſt caſuiſtry, and with e- 
« quivocating and mental reſerves. Swearing by diſpenſa- 
« tion and vowing with mental reſerves, practices allowed 
« in the profeſſion of Popery, ſheath the ſword in the vitals 
cc of ſimplicity and godly ſincerity: And the man, though 
* calling himſelf a Proteſtant, who vows in the preſence 
« of God, angels and men, his belief of a Confeſſion aginſt 
« his convictions, wounds integrity in the ſame hoſtile and 
« mortal manner; and is liker a Loyola than a Nathaniel.” 

Theſe who allow young men to enter into the holy mini- 
ſtry by a limited aſſent to the Formula, are at leaſt equally, 
if not more criminal. The application is very obvious, 
though moſt alarming. 

I ſhall here give the reader another quotation from the 
Warning againſt Popery, viz. « Study the Confeſſions of 
« the Proteſtant churches, and eſpecially that of our own, 
« which exhibits a ſummary of the faith delivered in the 
«. holy ſcriptures, concerning the doctrine, worſhip diſ- 
« cipline and government authoriſed by the King of Zion; 
& and live under lively impreſſions of our covenant en- 
« gagements; to contend earneſtly for it, againſt the pre- 
« ſent and former defections. Inſtruct your families in the 
« knowledge of the ſame faith and the ſame engagements: 
« Hide not from them, the expence of blood and treaſure 
« at which the Reformation teſtimony is come into our 
« hands. Pſal. Ixxviii. 4—7.” Ponder theſe ſentiments, 
Rev. Gentlemen, and no more avow. before the world, that 
you have adopted ſentiments inconſiſtent with our Confeſ- 
ſion of Faith and Formula. | 

I ſhall now proceed to make fome farther obſervations on 
your Synodical Addreſs. | 

8. Page 9. Ihe preſent clamour is produced by a 
« Preamble which the Synod has prefixed to the uſual queſt- 
« ions: A Preamble, which, at the time it was adopted, 
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« was conſidered as a happy termination of the diſpute,” 
&c. Wat mag 8 | 
W. Rev. Gentlemen, I am truly aſtoniſhed at your im- 
prudence, weakneſs, and want of candour, in giving ſuch a 
declaration before the public. Inſtead of confidering the 
diſpute as brought to a happy termination, by the adoption 
of the Preamble, twenty-two of your number diſſented from 
the deed of ſynod, becauſe they would not grant you more 
extenſive alterations than the Preamble would warrant. 
Your reaſons of diflent are in the records of ſynod: They 
will inform your ſucceſſors reſpecting your principles and 
conduct. | | | | 
S. Page 9g. « The Preamble was heartily approved by 3 
c {ome who have ſince been foremoſt in the clamour raiſed 
cc againſt it, &c. eee 25 6 
W. I was not, for my part, at that meeting of ſynod, 
when the Preamble was adopted, but I heard your-reaſons 
of diſſent read at the following meeting of ſynod; and from | 
theſe reaſons of diſſent it was obvious, that the Preamble, 
inſtead of being a happy termination to the diſpute, had 
only given occaſion to many,of you, to diſcover, by your 
reaſons of diſſent, and your ſpeeches in the ſynod, that you 
are by no means friendly to Seceſſion principles. Much hath 
been ſaid of the approbation of the Preamble, by ſome mi- | 
niſters, who have now oppoſed the contittmance of ſaid Pre- 
amble. The truth of the matter is this: Some honeſt mini- 
ſters in the ſynod approved of the Preamble, ; becauſe they 
conſidered it as a bulwark againſt farther apoſtaſy from Se- 
ceſſion principles, and as a mean to prevent farther ſepara- 
tion. The Preamble was at that time conſidered as like the . 
Pope's holy water, which, if it did the ſcruplers no good, it 
could do them no injury, had they uſed it with integrity. 
But when theſe honeſt miniſters obſerved the very unfair 
eonſtruction put upon the language of the Preamble, by the 
corrupt majority in the ſynod, they immediately perceived, 
that it would ſerve as gun- powder to blow up the Seceſſion 
church, On this account, they inſiſted for the removal of 
the Preamble: This the corrupt majority in the ſynod obſti- FR 
nately reſiſted. You have retained your Preamble; honeſt 
men have been laid under the unpleaſant, but imperious ne- 
ceſſity to remove their principles and themſelves, from the 
dangerous and tremendous exploſion. 
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9. Page 9. © A Preamble, which to every unprejudiced 
ce perſon, muſt appear to be only an explanation of what 
« was conceived by ſome to be doubtful,” &c. 

W. Rev. Gentlemen, your Preamble is fo far from being 
an explanation, it mult appear to every unprejudiced perſon, 
to exclude explanation. The Preamble itſelf needs expla- 
nation: It would require all the ſagacity of the ſagacious 
Abu Becker, to explain the meaning of your Preamble. 
But let the Preamble ſpeak for itſelf: It is in theſe words, 
VIZ. «© Whereas ſome parts of the ſtandard books of this 
cc ſynod, have been interpreted as favouring compulſory 
cc meaſures in religion, the ſynod hereby declare, that they 
« do not require an approbation of any fuch principles from 


e any candidate for licence or ordination. And whereas, 


cc a controverſy has ariſen among us, reſpecting the nature 


é and kind of the obligation of our folemn covenants on 


cc poſterity; whether it be of the ſame kind upon us, as upon 
ce our anceſtors, . who ſwore them: The ſynod hereby de- 
& clare, that, while they hold the obligation of our cove- 
« nants upon poſterity, they do not interfere with that con- 
« troverſy which hath ariſen reſpecting the nature and kind 
« of it: And recommend it to all their members, to ſuppreſs 
cc that controverly, as tending to gentler ſtrife, rather than 
« godly edifying.“ 

W. I thall now offer a few obſervations upon this Pre- 
amble: 3 

1. The language uſed in the Preamble, is extremely 


doubtful and ambiguous: The ſtandard books are not de- 


fined whether ſupreme or ſubordinate. The parts of the 
ſtandard books are not condeſcended upon, which have 
been interpreted as favouring compulſory meaſures in reli- 
gion. The interpreters are not mentioned; they are con- 
cealed: They are aſhamed publicly to avow their interpreta- 
tion: They ſhould be immediately expoſed: The honour of 
Divine truth, the ſafety and comfort of the church, requires 
that they be expoſed, We have reaſon to ſuſpect, that the 
interpreters belong to the greater part who deteſt ſome of 
the ſcriptural doctrines contained in our ſubordinate ſtand- 


ards: They have adopted principles inconſiſtent with the 


Confeſſion of Faith and Formula. The ſynod have not in- 
formed the public, whether they conſider the interpretation 
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ſcriptural or unſcriptural. In fine, the Preamble is the act 
of forbearance caſt into another form. If there is any 
thing contrary to. the word of God in our ſubordinate 
ſtandards, then, to make this a matter of forbearance, is ex- 


tremely finful. If there is nothing in our ſubordinate 


ſtandards unſcriptural, why diſturb the people of God, by 
alterations in the Formula? | 

2. The Preamble is unneceſlary. If men are ſound in 
the faith, they have no need of a Preamble: to the Formula. 
If men are not ſound in the faith, why receive them into 


church fellowſhip or into the holy miniſtry. The Preamble 


will not prevent hereticks from being a plague to the church 
of Chriſt; They will ſhun to declare the whole counſel of 
God. We cannot reaſonably expect the blefling of God 
upon their adminiſtrations. 

3. The Preamble is uſeleſs. It is impoſſible that men 
can receive a diſpenſation in their infidel ſeruples, reſpecting 
any of the truths of God. Such ſcruples are finful; they 
cannot be rendered innocent by any Preamble to the Formu- 
la. 

4. The Preamble is moſt n Men who are ei- 
ther ignorant of our principles, or entertain unreaſonable and 
ſinful prejudices againſt any of the truths of God, are encou- 
raged by this Prea:able, to view themſelves as innocent. In 
fine, the Preamble involves the ſuppoſition, that two may 
walk together who are not agreed; but let God be true, 
though the Preamble ſhould be found a liar: But I ſhall, 
for this time, diſmiſs the Preamble. I ſhall be happy to 
find the Aſſociate Synod joining in the diſmiſſion. 

The ſynod ſhould by no mcans repreſent the Preamble 
as a {mall matter: Every attack upon the purity of Divine 
truth is a matter of great importance to the church. It the 
ſynod are indeed fatisfied, that the Preamble 1s innocent, 
tliey are in a very great deluſion It is preſumption in the 
{ynod to expect, that the publication they have given to the 
world, will ſatisfy the minds of the friends of truth and 
faithfulneſs. After the miſrepreſentation of our principles, 
given to the public in the Petition from Auchtermuchty; 
in the publication of Meſſrs. Dick, Lawſon, and the Stone 
Poliſhers, it is in vain to expect o cajole Seceders into your 


backſfliding and apoitaty, by your Synodical Addrets. Theſe 
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publications have given a greater alarm to the faithful, than 
the Preamble itſelſ: They have occaſioned that alarm which 
you are pleaſed to denominate Contention and Strife 

S. Page 10. „ It has been artfully inſinuated; it has even 
ce been boldy aſſerted in courts of law, that this Preamble 
« was deviſed to cover deſigns hoſtile to the civil conſtitu- 
ce tion of our country.” | 

W. If, by the civil conſtitution of the country, is meant, 
the laws of the country, it is obvious, that the Preamble is 
contrary to law, and ſo hoſtile to the civil conſtitution of 
the country. The artful inſinuations you mention; the 
bold affertions in a court of law, have not come to my know- 
ledge: I can make no remarks. 80 far, however, as I 
know, none of you had any hoitile deſigns againit the civil 
conſtitution of your country, by your Preamble: But I 
maintain, the Preamble itſelf is contrary to law, and gives 
too much occaſion to enemies, to bring ſuch inſinuations a- 
gainſt you. The cauſe of diſpute is a public cauſe; it is 
the cauſe of truth. I abhor the idea of bringing unfounded 
inſinuations againſt any individual, or againit any number 
of individuals. The roth page of your Synodical addreſs 
is unworthy of particular remark: Your Synodical Addreſs 
is unworthy of yourſelves. You have introduced into that 
page of your pamphlet, your vileneſs; your malignant ca- 
lumny; your deteſtable infinuations; your ſtupid ignorance, 
and your blackeſt malice: Theſe flowers of your eloquence 
are infinitely below the men, the gentlemen, the ſcholars, 
the Chriſtians, and the miniſters of the meek and lowly Je- 
ſus. We will by no means imitate the ſynod in the uſe of 
ſuch Billinſgate; they are terms only to be found among the 
dregs of mankind: We deſpiſe them in the intended appli- 
cation. They will not apply to the faithful: You mutt 
keep them among yourſelves, tor home contumption. 1 Pet. 
ii. 20. « For what glory is it, if, when ye do well and ſutfer 
« for it, ye take it patiently: this is acceptable with God.” 
When Chriſt was reviled he reviled not again, but commit- 
ted himſelf to him who judgeth righteoutly, * Under the 
preſent civil conſtitution of Britain, we, as Chriſtians, en- 
joy many dittinguithed privileges: We are allowed to fit un- 
der our vine and fig tree, and none to make us afraid; We 
are in poſſeſſion of all our ſcriptural privileges. The civil 
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magiſtrate gives us no manner of diſturbance: It muſt be a 
temptation of the wicked one, which influences any, bear- 
ing the name of Seceders, to interfere with that power 
which is given to the Chriſtian civil magiſtrate, by the ora- 
cles of God, and rhe laws of the kingdom, in our ſubordinate 
ſtandards. Theſe who bear the Chriſtian name, fin againſt 
God, and diſhonour themſelves, by meddling with theſe who 
are given to change. 

8. Page 10. « And it is with pleaſure, brethren, that 
they embrace the preſent opportunity of exhorting you all 
& to perſevere in that loyal and dutiful ſubjection to the 
« powers that be, which is enjoined by the law of Chriit; 

« and for which, our Aſſociation has, on every great and 
« trying occaſion, been diſtinguiſhed.“ 
W. 1, with pleaſure, Gentlemen, embrace the opportu- 
nity of exhorting you, to perſevere in your loyalty to the 
King of kings and Lord of lords: This will fecure your loy- : 
alty to the powers that be. In this manner you will ſhew | 
an example: But if you continue in your diſloyalty to the 
King of Zion, and in your unfaithfulneſs to your connec- 
tions in church fellowſhip, your loyalty to men muft not be 
the ground of boaſting. Genuine Seceders will be loyal 
from principle, without your advice, which, by your unfaith- 
ful conduct, is now become contemptible. 
8. Page 10. „The controverſy among us, indeed, re- 
c“ ſpects the power of the civil magiſtrate. It is not, how- 
ever, a political, bat an eccletiaitical diſpute,” 

W. I am ſorry, Gentlemen, that I ant vnder the neceſſity 
to contradict your affertion: The controverſy is, moſt un- 
doubtedly, of a political nature, in as much as it reſpects the 
laws of the kingdom, by which our ſubordinate ſtandards 
are eſtabliſhed. The power of the civil magiſtrate, as re- 
preſented in our ſubordinate ſtandards, is given him in the 
{criptures, and given him by the laws of this kingdom. 
Your aſſertion diſcovers much ignorance, as well as unfaith- 
fulneſs. 5 

8. Page 11. All agree, that compulſion, or the em- 
- « ployment of civil pains and penalties, to enforce religion, 
« js antiſcriptural.“ 

W. I deny your aſſertion, and prove the contrar\: 2 
Chron, 15. 12, 13.“ And they entered into a covenant to 
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ce ſeek the Lord God of their fathers, with all their heart, 
« and with all their ſoul, that whoſoever would not ſeek 
« the Lord God of Iſrael, ſhould be put to death, whether 
«© ſmall or great, whether man or woman.” Look this text 
in the face, Gentlemen, and let the crimſon bluſh appear 
upon your countenances. I might bring forward many 
other paſſages of ſcripture to the very ſame purpoſe, but it 
is unneceſſary. 

I ſhall now conclude this Addreſs, when I have informed 
you, that you may make what attempts you pleaſe to con- 
cea! your apoſtaſy: But until you condemn judicially, the 
petition of Mr. Fraſer, and the publications of Meſſrs. Law- 
fon and Dick, the public will believe that you have adopted 
ſentiments inconſiſtent with the Confeſſion of Faith and 
Formula; and that you deteſt ſome of the ſcripture doctrines 
contained in our ſubordinate ſtandards. Pal. cii. 16, 17, 
18. When the Lord ſhall build up Zion, he ſhall appear 
« in his glory. He will regard the prayer of the deſtitute, 
« and not deſpiſe their prayer. This ſhall-be written for 
« the generation to come: and the people who ſhall be 
« created, ſhall praiſe the Lord.” | 


Rev. GeNTLEMEN, 


Tour obedient humble Servant. 


OsJjzcr. If nothing be engaged to in theſe cove- 
nants, but what God hath declared or required in his word, 
they never could lay any obligation upon the covenanters, 
much leſs a perpetual obligation upon their poſterity: It is 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with ſound philoſophy, Chriſtianity 
or common ſenſe, to imagine that any human deed can bind 
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to any thing ee in the word, or required by the law of 
God.” ANsw. 1. Then it ſeems the common, Proteſtant 
doctrine of our Confeſſion of Faith, which in your ord1- 
nation vows you ſolemnly declared to be founded on the 


word of God, viz. That a man binds himſelf by oath to 


what is good and juſt, that in any thing not ſinful, it binds 
to performance; That by a vow we more ſtrictly bind our- 
ſelves to neceſſary duties, &c. muſt be groſsly erroneous. 
(2.) Inſtructed by ſome Papiſt or ſome ringleader in the 
perjurious violation of theſe covenants in the laſt century, 
you have now indeed hit upon a ſentiment, which if im- 
proven, would effectually undermine the obligation of our 
covenants, and for ought I know all religion, —all morality 
—all mutual truſt and order among mankind along with it. 
If our promiſes, oaths, vows or covenants can have no bind- 
ing force except in things to which the revelation and law 
of God cannot reach; neither Adam, nor Chriſt as Media- 
tor, could bind themſelves to fulfil God's law; and ſo there 
mult be no proper, no real covenant of works or of grace; 
and fo no religion among mankind, And for the ſame rea- 
ſon, the promiſes of God, in fo far as their matter corre- 
ſponds to his natural excellencies can have no binding force; 
and thus the foundation of our faith and hope is quite over- 
turned. All engagements in baptiſm or the Lord's ſupper 
to believe what God reveals, receive what he offers, and do 
what he commands, muſt be abſolutely null and void, deſti- 
tute of all binding force —Jeſuitical equivocation and men- 
tal reſervation are no more neceffary in the making of pro- 
miſes, covenants or vows, or in ſwearing promiſſory oaths of 
allegiance, fidelity or witneſs bearing; or in ſubſcribing Ar- 
ti les, Creeds or Confeſſions of faith, Calls to miniſters, 
Bonds or Bills of jer vice or debt — If the law of God, which 
is exceeding broad, can but reach to the matter of them, and 
require the beheving, maintaining or practiſing of what is 
therein engaged, that alone renders them null and void, and 
not binding to all intents and purpoſes. And ſo there can 
be no ſuch thing as perjury, perfidy or breach of promiſe, 
Pen it be with reſpect to ſuch things as the law of God 
cou:d not directly or indirectly reach, which if it be as per- 
tect and execeding broad as the Bible affirms, muſt certainly 
be very tew and very trifling;—for, „where there is no 
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« law,” no binding of a law, © there can be no tranſgrei- 
cc fion.” Mens promiſes, covenants, oaths and vows, in 
word or writ, in ſo far as they reſpe& things to which the 
law of God can reach, muſt be mere villainous impoſitions, 
ſeeming to bind, while they do not, in the ſmalleſt degree; 
and therefore ought to be deteſted, inſtead of being requir- 
ed, made or truſted, —For the ſame reaſon, no commands 
of parents, maſters, magiſtrates, or any other ſuperiors being 
human deeds, can have any binding force in any thing rela- 
tive to religion, equity, kindneſs, &c. to which the law of 
God can reach its requirements, and hence cannot be lawful- 
ly obeyed, or their authority regarded, except when they 
commend what is abſolutely indifferent and trifling, If 
human engagements and commands can only bind men to 
that which is abſolutely indifferent, it is plain, that we can 
only be anſwerable to men for ſuch parts of our conduct as 
the law of God did not reach; but, let men once firmly 
believe, that their promiſes, covenants, oaths or vows, and 
the commands of ſuperiors, have no binding force, but in 
that which is left abſolutely indifferent by the law of God; 
and that they are anſwerable to men only for ſuch parts of 
their conduct as the law of God could not reach—how natu- 
rally they will ruſh hcadlong into all manner of proflizacy, 
every man doing that which is right in his own eyes, in eve- 
ry thing important. (3.) How abſurd to pretend honour- 
ing of religion, or of the law of God by making it the mur- 
derer of that deputed authority which God hath, by it, 
granted to men; or of theſe covenants, oaths or vows, which 
he hath therein appointed as means of his worſhip. Nat 
only ſcripture, but even common ſenſe dictates, that the au- 
thority of God in his law cannot be rightly regarded, unleſs 
in a way of alſo regarding that authority which he hath de- 
puted to men, and all the commands or ſelf engagements 
which proceed from it, in due ſubordination to it. If I read 
my Bible daily, in obedience to the command of God as my 
God in Chriſt; in obedience to Chriſt as appointed by God 
to be my mediatorial prophet and king; and at the ſame time 
in due ſubordination hereto, in obedience to my civil ruler, 
as the miniſter of God for good to men, in obedience to my 
paſtor or church judicature, as the meſſenger of Chriſt to 
me, in obedience to my parents or maſters as God's deputy- 
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overnors over me, and in fulfilment of the vow, which I 
as God's deputy- governor over myſelf, have laid myſelf un- 


der, according to his appointment: Where is the inconſiſt- 


ency? Muſt I wickedly put aſunder the immediate and de- 
puted authority of God, which he hath fo cloſely and de- 
lightfully joined together? God forbid. | 
OBJtcT. © What have we to do with our father's en- 
gagements in religion, to which we never gave any perſonal 
conſent, eſpecially after we have become capable to judge 
and chuſe for ourſelves; nay, to do with engagements, 
which I cannot prove my anceſtors ever took.” Answ. (1.) 
To reſt obligation to pay debt or perform duty on the debt- 
or's prqving the contraction of it, or engagement to it, is 
highly abſurd in itſelf, and opens a wide door for breaking 
through almoſt every engagement. According to this ſcheme 
you may kold your anceſtors, who lived 130 years ago un- 
baptized heathens, and perhaps yourſelf too, and fo renounce 
our baptiſm, becauſe you cannot prove that ever you receiv- 
ed it. If God, who is our creditor in theſe covenants, can 
prove our anceſtors taking of them, he will hold us bound 
by their deed; and even though they did not take them, he 
will hold us bound by the deed of the ſociety and its repre- 
ſentatives. (2.) You know, that Lord „about four 
hundred years ago, granted your anceſtor the valuable eſtate 
of ——, to be held under him and his heirs, for a very ſmall 
honorary ſervice, as an acknowledgment of vaſſalage; and 
that the celebrated farmer A. B. about ſix years ago took a 
ninety- nine years leaſe of one of your farms at a very high 
rent. Have you certified the preſent heirs of that Lord and 
farmer, That they are no-wiſe bound by their progenitors 
deeds, unleſs they have given their own perſonal conſent, 
and that the one may recal your eſtate, and the other may 
keep your farm, and refuſe to pay you any rent You 
have not, nor ever will. You allow ſuch freedoms only to be 
uſed with God, not with yourſelf; : 


Too ſtrong a pre- 
ſumption, That you more value your eſtate and rent, than all 
that you hold of God in religion, and all the honours you owe 
to him. (3.) If our fathers bound us to any thing in religion 
which is not warranted by the word of God, we have nothing 
to do with it, but to bewail their ſin in ſuch engagement. 
But, if they bound us to what is commanded by the law of 
God, we muſt ſtand bound, till we prove from ſcripture, that 
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vows binding to duty are not lawful ; or that fathers have no 
right to devote their children to God's ſervice. No ſlothful 
or wilful ignorance or withholding of perſonal conſent, can 
ſo much as excuſe the non-petformance of ſuch engage- 
ments. Nothing can free from their binding force, which 
would not annul our baptiſmal vows. (4.) Once more, Sir, 
be pleaſed to review thele public coyenants of onr fathers, 
in their principal contents and meaning. They were a ſo- 
lemn acquieſcence in and confirmation of God's grant of the 
utmoſt ends of the earth to his Son Jeſus Chriſt for his poſſeſ- 
ſion. They implied a ſolemn acceptance of God himſelf in 
Chrift as the God, Saviour and portion of the covenanters 
and their poſterity freely granted to them in the goſpel, and 
of his oracles and ordinances as the means of familiar fel- 
lowſhip with him; a reſolution through his grace to retain 
him and them, as their ineſtimable privileges, and a folemn 
engagement, thankfully to improve theſe privileges in an 
holy obedience to all his commandments, to promote his 
glory, and the temporal, ſpiritual and eternal advantage of 
theſe covenanters and their ſeed. Now, Sir, do you ſo 
heartily envy our Redeemer his Father's grant of the ends 
of the earth for his poſſeſſion, Pal. ii. 8. that you would 
gladly renounce our anceſtors ſolemn acquieſcence in it? 
Do you ſo heartily diſlike the having of a reconciled God in 
Chriſt for you and your poſterity's God, Saviour and por- 
tion, and his pure oracles and ordinances for your privileges, 
that you would fondly renounce a ſolemn acceptance of 
God's gracious grant of them ſealed and confirmed by the 
remarkable influences of his Spirit? Do you ſo undervalue 
theſe enjoyments, and hate a grateful and ſelf-profiting o- 
bedience to all the commandments of God, that you would 
gladly renounce a ſolemn obligation to it? Or are you offend- 
ed with the declared ends of theſe covenants, v1z. the glo- 
rifying of God, the preſervation and reformation of religion 
and promoting the welfare of the nation, and that God 
may delight to dwell among us to the lateſt poſterity? 
You will perhaps pretend, that you love our retormed doc- 
trine, worthip, Preſbyterian government and diſcipline: but 
hate to be bound to them, eſpecially by others than 
yourſelf. But, Sir, for the fame reaſon, you mult re- 
nounce your baptiſmal engagements, and ſtate your quarrel 
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with God himſelf, who hath appointed vows, as his ordinance 
for hedging up men to their duty, and who hath entered in- 
to covenants with parents for their poſterity as well as for 
themſelves. Moreover, it is ſcarce credible, that you can 
love every thing engaged to in a vow, and yet hate to be 
bound by it, after God hath ſignally countenanced it. It is 
ſcarce poſſible, that my wife can dearly love her huſband, 
and the order and enjoyments of my family, if ſhe hate and 
with to renounce her marriage vow. 

OBJzcT. „It is impoſſible our covenanters could under- 
ſtand their bonds, particularly in that which relates to Popery 
in the national covenant, or to prelacy in the ſolemn league.” 
Answ. Ignorance indeed hinders a right and acceptable ſwear- 
ing of oaths or covenants, but cannot invalidate their binding 
force if once they be ſworn; otherwiſe millions in Britain 
would, through ignorance, be freed from all their folemn en- 
gagements in baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper : and thouſands 
freed from all obligation of their oaths of allegiance or fide- 
lity to magiſtrates ;z or even their oaths to declare the truth 
and nothing elſe, in witneſs-bearing. Candidates for the 
miniſtry needed but keep themſelves in a great meaſure ig- 
norant of the doctrines of the Confeſſion of Faith and duties 
of the miniſterial office, in order to render their ordination 
vows or* ſubſcriptions altogether unobligatory. (2.) Being 
trained up in the abominations of popery or prelacy, or having 
frequent acceſs to witneſs them, our covenanting anceſtors, 
who had common ſenſe, might have more knowledge of 
them, than moſt clergymen in Scotland now have; even as 
a common ſailor, who hath ſerved twenty years in a man of 
war, may have more knowledge of her tackling and other 
pertinents, than all the learned doCtors of fix Britiſh univer- 
lities.“ | 


Mr. Brown. 


THE END. 


